Gault Valley Farms LLC.
Neosho, WI

Start Date: February 12, 2019

Gault Valley Farms LLC. — Ken, Dave & Families
ASTRONAUT A5

VET ROOM

Gault Valley Farms is a third generation dairy farm owned and operated by
brothers Dave and Ken Gault and their families. We are currently milking around 260
cows. In 2004, we purchased the dairy from our parents, Bob and Joan Gault, who purchased it from Bob's parents in the late 60's, who purchased it from a neighbor in 1945
after returning home from working on the railroads. In 2017, due to the shortage of
available labor and the hassles that come with managing employees, we started looking
into robotic systems to replace the aging milking parlor. After touring several facilities,
we decided on 5 Lely Astronaut A5 units installed by Central Ag Supply as a retrofit into
the existing freestall barn with the capacity to add a sixth robot in the future should the
next generation choose to join the farm. The robotic units were put into operation in
February 2019 and thanks to the help of Central Ag Supply and many friends, family and
neighbors, start-up went fairly smoothly. Most of the cows adapted very well. The project was not without glitches, as any new setup will have, but the experienced staff of
Central Ag Supply and the Lely experts they can call on are able to work through any
problems. We are continually learning more about how best to manage the robots and
the information that comes from them to benefit the cows and the farm. It hasn't changed
the amount of time that we spend out in the barn, but the new set-up has allowed us to
reach our goal of operating with only family labor while still having some flexibility in
our schedules.

Features:
•
MILK ROOM

Lely Astronaut A5 robotic milking system
The hybrid arm and the I-flow concept contribute to the cows’ natural
rhythm and increase the milking robot’s capacity. A healthy and
stress-free cow means more milk in the tank.
This Astronaut is built with a limited number of fast and decisive
electrical movements, making it highly energy efficient.

