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Stelsel’s Maple Lane LLC
Rick, Jean & Jed & Family
After graduating high school in 1975, Rick joined the farm full time with his dad,
Elton. At the time, they raised 700 pigs, milked 36 cows and worked about 350 acres of
land.
After Rick and Jean married in 1978, they started buying into the farm. They added
on to the barn and increased the herd to 52 cows. Elton milked in the morning while Rick
did the chores and milked at night. They raised alfalfa, corn, peas, and wheat; filling 2 grain
bins and selling corn in the spring. After putting up a 20’ x 60’ high moisture silo, the farm
continued to improve on herd nutrition and health. Rick bred his own cows and put in a flex
auger feeding system in place of a TMR mixer. After Elton passed in 1995, Rick put in a lot
more hours while the kids were still in school.
Over the years, a freestall barn was added and the herd increased to 90 cows. The
farm purchased the remaining acres from Rick’s family, which increased the acreage to 350
acres owned and 80 rented. In 2008, they built a 180 cow freestall barn, renovated the existing barn to a 12 stall flat barn parlor and holding area, and installed a manure pit with a year
capacity. Today, the farm uses a feed pad to store haylage and silage. The family wanted to
continue milking and decided the best way to do this was to purchase three used A4 Lely
Robots. This required an addition to the freestall barn and removing three silos.
Rick and Jean have four children: Jed, Tricia, Jared, and Brigette. They grew up
helping on the farm with chores and field work. The family has continued to grow along
with the farm. After graduating high school, Jed joined the operation full time and is now
50/50 partner in the L.L.C. They now have: a daughter-in-law, Ashley, two son-in-laws,
Mike and Brant, along with three grandchildren: Jenica, Barrett, Gavin, and are expecting
two new babies in 2021! They believe that God has always provided for their family farm
and are excited to begin a new adventure!

ASTRONAUT A4

ROBOT ROOM

Features:
•

MILK ROOM

Lely Astronaut A4 robotic milking system
The I-flow concept and spacious box allows the cow to enter and
exit straight and gives her the freedom to be milked when she
feels the need.

“The robot facility was design, built, and installed by Fox Cities Builders and Central Ag Supply. Jeff and Mikala were extremely knowledgeable and helpful throughout the entire process! We enjoyed getting to know all the individuals that helped
with our project over the past several months. We look forward to a great working
relationship in the future as our dairy progresses.”
-Rick, Jed, and Jean

